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DOING THE RIGHT THING
But when Reuben heard of their 

scheme, he came to Joseph’s rescue. 
“Let’s not kill him,” he said.  “Why 

should we shed any blood? Let’s just 
throw him into this empty cistern here 

in the wilderness. Then he’ll die 
without our laying a hand on him.” 


REUBEN WAS SECRETLY 
PLANNING TO RESCUE JOSEPH 

AND RETURN HIM TO HIS 
FATHER.


G E N E S I S  3 7 : 2 1 - 2 2 




BROTHER FOR SALE



A BROKEN FAMILY
Some time later, Reuben returned to get Joseph out 
of the cistern.  WHEN HE DISCOVERED THAT 

JOSEPH WAS MISSING, HE TORE HIS 
CLOTHES IN GRIEF…


… JACOB TORE HIS CLOTHES AND 
DRESSED HIMSELF IN BURLAP. HE 

MOURNED DEEPLY FOR HIS SON FOR A 
LONG TIME.  His family all tried to comfort him, 

but he refused to be comforted. “I will go to my 
grave mourning for my son,” he would say, and then 

he would weep.

G E N E S I S  3 7 : 2 9 - 3 0 ,  3 4 - 3 5 




TAKE IT HOME…
None of us gets to choose what we 

inherit from our families - the wounds, 
patterns, attitudes and ways of relating 

to one another.  But we do have a 
choice about what we pass on…


Brokenness and sin has a way of 
reproducing itself - but by the grace of 
God, it doesn't have to continue… In 
Jesus, we are invited into a different 

way of being human, rediscovering the 
image of God in us.


