








Paul is writing to the church in Corinth.  
Corinth was a wealthy, status-driven 
city where impressive speakers and 
strong, charismatic leaders were highly 
valued.  After Paul planted the church 
here, other Christian teachers (often 
called “super-apostles” later in the 
letter) came to the church that was 
planted there and:
• Criticized Paul’s weakness, 

suffering, and lack of polish… 
• Questioned his authority as an 

apostle…
• Church leaders should be more 

powerful, successful, and impressive 




